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American teachers in African schools. Today
I'm pleased to announce that the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment will give a new $5-million grant to the
foundation, resources that will help send 90
American teachers to Africa to train more
than 14,000 African educators. In these and
many other ways, you are doing more than
fulfilling the dreams of one man; you're help-
ing to unlock the potential of an entire con-
tinent.

At Goree Island earlier this week, I spoke
of how the struggles of African Americans
against the injustices of slavery and segrega-
tion helped to redeem the promise of Amer-
ica’s founding. Today, you are carrying the
same passion for liberty and justice from
America to Africa. Americans believe that
people in every culture and in every land
have the right to live in freedom and deserve
the chance to improve their lives. And we
know that the people of Africa, when given
their rights and given their chance, will
achieve great things on this continent of pos-
sibilities.

May God bless Africa, and may God con-
tinue to bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. at Con-
gress Hall. In his remarks, he referred to former
Representative ].C. Watts; Rev. Leon H. Sulli-
van’s wife, Grace Sullivan, and daughter, Hope
L. Sullivan, summit president; Andrew J. Young,
summit chairman; Carl Masters, summit vice
chairman; President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nige-
ria and his wife, Stella; Vice President Atiku
Abubakar of Nigeria; Rodney Slater, board mem-
ber, Leon H. Sullivan Foundation; David ]J.
O'Reilly, chairman of the board and chief execu-
tive officer, ChevronTexaco Corp., summit cor-
porate sponsor; President Abdoulaye Wade of
Senegal; President Charles Taylor of Liberia; and
President John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana.

The President’s Radio Address
July 12, 2003

Good morning. I've spent this week vis-
iting Africa, a continent of great challenge
and promise. Throughout this journey and
in meetings with leaders of more than 10
countries, I have reaffirmed America’s strong
commitment to a more peaceful and pros-
perous future for all the peoples of Africa.
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America supports democratic and eco-
nomic reforms in Africa because we know
the power of freedom to lift whole nations
and bring new opportunities to millions. And
in a time of growing commerce across the
globe, we are working to ensure that the na-
tions of Africa are full partners in the trade
and prosperity of the world.

Progress in Africa depends on peace and
stability, so America is standing with friends
and allies to help end regional wars. And
against the murderous ambitions of terror-
ists, the United States and African countries
are working in common purpose. We will not
permit terrorists to threaten African peoples
or to use Africa as a base to threaten the
world.

The United States is also committed to
helping African peoples overcome one of the
gravest dangers they have ever faced, the
spread of HIV/AIDS. And the need is urgent.
Across the continent today, nearly 30 million
people are living with HIV/AIDS, including
3 million children under the age of 15. In
Botswana alone, where I visited on Thursday,
nearly 40 percent of the adult population has
HIV.

People in Africa are waging a courageous
fight against this disease. In another nation
on my trip, Uganda, urban and rural clinics
are providing vital medical care, counseling,
sound and honest information on AIDS pre-
vention. Thanks to caring people and wise
government policies, Uganda has dramati-
cally reduced its infection rate. More Ugan-
dan children are growing up with mothers
and fathers, and Uganda is reclaiming its fu-
ture.

The tremendous progress in Uganda is
showing that AIDS can be defeated across
Africa. Yet current efforts to oppose the dis-
ease are simply not equal to the need. More
than 4 million people require immediate
drug treatment, but just 1 percent of them
are receiving the medicine they require. Afri-
ca has the will to fight AIDS, but it needs
the resources as well.

Over the next 5 years, the United States
Congress has authorized $15 billion to fight
AIDS around the world, with a special focus
on 14 nations in Africa and the Caribbean.
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Working with governments and private
groups and faith-based organizations, we will
build on the progress in Uganda by estab-
lishing a comprehensive system to prevent,
diagnose, and treat AIDS.

We will support abstinence-based edu-
cation for young people and provide com-
prehensive services to prevent millions of
new infections. We will provide HIV testing
and purchase antiretroviral medications and
other drugs that are needed to extend lives.
We will help establish broad and efficient
networks to deliver drugs. We will help build,
renovate, and equip clinics and laboratories.
We'll prepare doctors, nurses, and other
health care professionals to treat AIDS more
effectively. And the resources America pro-
vides will also help to hire and train childcare
workers to look after orphans and provide
care at home to many AIDS patients.

This week, a committee of the House of
Representatives took an important step to
fund the first year of this effort. I ask the
Senate to move quickly as well. And I urge
the entire Congress to fully fund my request
for the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief so
that America can help turn the tide against
AIDS in Affrica.

All of our actions in Africa—from fighting
AIDS to promoting security and prosperity
across the continent—represent the ideals
that have always guided America in the
world. The United States is committed to the
success of Africa, because the peoples of Af-
rica deserve to live in freedom and dignity
and to share in the progress of our times.

Thank you for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at approximately
8:15 a.m., local time, on July 11 at the Sheraton
Pretoria Hotel and Towers in Pretoria, South Affri-
ca, for broadcast at 10:06 am., e.d.t., on July 12.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 11 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. Due to the
6-hour time difference, the radio address was
broadcast after completion of all other Presi-
dential activities for July 12. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.
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Statement Welcoming the New
Leadership of the African Union

July 12, 2003

I congratulate President Joaquim Alberto
Chissano of Mozambique on his appointment
as the new President of the African Union.
I also extend congratulations to President
Konare of Mali on his appointment as the
new Chair of the Commission of the African
Union. I am confident that the African
Union—and the people of Africa—will be
well-served by the experience and vision
these two leaders bring to these important
posts.

Africa is a place of both great potential
and daunting challenges. The United States
shares the hopes of peoples across the Afri-
can Continent for a future of greater peace,
greater freedom, and greater development.
And America will work in partnership with
all African nations committed to these great
goals.

The African Union has the mandate and
the responsibility to respond effectively to
Africa’s challenges, including instability, ter-
rorist threats, challenges to the effective rule
of law, HIV/AIDS, poverty, and humani-
tarian emergencies. I look forward to the Af-
rican Union continuing to play a vital role
in shaping Africa’s future under its dynamic
new leadership.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Secretary-General Kofi Annan of the
United Nations and an Exchange
With Reporters

July 14,2003

The President. I'm so honored that Kofi
Annan has come back to the Oval Office.
We've had a great discussion. I briefed him
on my trip to Africa, his native continent, and
I told him that I was most impressed with
the possibilities of the continent. I saw the
potential, and I also saw many of the prob-
lems. And I want to thank the Secretary-Gen-
eral for his work on hunger and HIV/AIDS.
We're going to work closely with him to help
defeat the pandemic.



